Challenging night of music

REVIEW

The Pharos Trust launched
Xenakis Week — a variety of
events celebrating the life

and work of lannis Xenakis on
Friday evening at the PASYDY
Auditorium in Nicosia.

Nouritza Matossian is the only
biographer of Xenakis and is a
true authority on his ideas and
philosophies as she was also a
close family friend of the musi-
cian, philosopher and architect.
She is an extremely natural and
gifted speaker who, combined
with her supreme knowledge of
the subject, gave a fascinating,
in-depth discussion and explo-

ration of Xenakis. She never
hesitated or had the need to

refer to any notes, and made

as great an impression as her
topic.

She was joined by cellist Ro-

han de Saram who has been
described by Dmitri Mitropou-

los as “a rare genius, a born
musician, an amazing young
cellist” and by the legendary cellist
Pablo Casals “there are few of his .
generation that have such gifts.”
Although born in Sheffield, with the
onset of the war, de Saram returned
to his native Sri Lanka to study cello
and began with a Polish teacher
who introduced him to Casals.
Despite his parents being opposed
to de Saram following a career in
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